
SOURCES OF  

DATA COLLECTION  



IMPORTANCE OF DATA COLLECTION 

Diagnosis of community 
health problems & 
assessment of community 
needs. 

Helps in the comparison of 
health status & disease status 
in different countries and in 
one country over the years. 

Evaluation of health services 
& health programs 
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PRIMARY SOURCES 

The investigator"s" collects data not present before 

1. Qualitative data: focus group & in-depth interview. 

 

2. Quantitative data: survey study.  



 These are field investigations that are carried out 
to find out the frequency of a specific disease in a 
population. Either we include every member of the 
population (census) or take sample survey, in 
which only a selected part of the population is 
included. 

 The survey can provide more detailed information 
and also it has the ability to evaluate the data 
collection methods. 

 

Survey study 



SECONDARY SOURCES 

Already present data that is routinely collected & reported 

by governments or authorized centers 

1.National census: provides a wealth of demographic & 

economic data. 

2.Surveillance: special reporting system (notification) 

which is set up for a particular important health problem or 

threatening disease. 

3.Records. 

4. International Classification of diseases (lCD). 



Such as birth, death certificates & health care registries as 

hospital records, school records, data of insured groups, 

armed forces, absenteeism of workers 

Records 



 Importance of records: 

Disease notification & registration 

•Provide data for: 

•Calculation of Incidence & prevalence rates. 

•Relative fluctuation of disease & its geographic 
distribution. 

•Planning & evaluation of preventive measures. 

Birth certificates 

• Provide denominators for computation of rates 
that describe events related to: 

• Infancy 

• Pregnancy 

• Labor  

• Puerperium. 



Variation in diagnostic criteria & definition of cases. 

Incomplete & inaccurate data records (as in hospital 
files). 

No. of notified cases is far less than the no. occurring. 

Records of special subgroups that have special 
characteristics will limit the generalization of data on the 
whole community. 

Drawbacks of records 



Provides a more standard way to record diseases & 

health problems. 

International Classification of diseases (lCD)  

Used to classify diseases & 
other health problems in a 
standard way. 

Allows the storage & 
retrieval of diagnostic 
information for clinical & 
epidemiological purposes. 

Provides the basis for the 
collection of national 
mortality & morbidity 
statistics by WHO. 



RELATION BETWEEN 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 

GOALS & VITAL INDICES 



 



 









 



 



 


